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Pastor’s Message

Hearts of Hospitality

One of the central practices that Jesus calls for his disciples is showing hospitality. Hospitality, in

our lives as disciples, means the welcoming of everyone without anyone getting turned away.

Hospitality has been a cornerstone of the Christian church because, historically, it has been a

safe haven for all those who “don’t belong”. The people who are relegated to the margins of

society typically have been able to call the church “home”. May God always give us hearts to

welcome in everyone no matter what.

Recently, St. Paul has had the opportunity to show hospitality in two big ways. First, we hosted

the “kick-off” of our partnership with Broadmoor Community Church and Bethlehem Lutheran

Church. We had 67 people in attendance and our facility was used to the glory of God by getting

to know our brothers and sisters in Christ from other parts of town. We welcomed in those who

were strangers and we entered into fellowship with them. Hopefully, if you’re reading this,

you’re able to help on October 15, when we meet at Bethlehem to walk in their community and

make connections with neighbors.

The second opportunity for fellowship was our Oktoberfest celebration. We got to see and hang

out with some good friends, and we got to unite as a congregation to offer fellowship to our

neighborhood. We got to meet some people who were strangers and I hope we got to deepen

relationships with those around us. We even had the opportunity to serve some of our food

pantry participants with a warm meal of which they were really appreciative. My prayer is that

each of us took an opportunity to welcome someone to St. Paul.

Hebrews 13:1-2 says, “Keep on loving one another as brothers and sisters. Do not forget to show

hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some people have shown hospitality to angels without

knowing it.” We must look with eyes of love to everyone we come into contact with, especially

those who are rough around the edges. God has had such mercy on us that he welcomed even

us into his kingdom and he has called us to show hospitality to everyone we find in our lives.

May God give us hearts of hospitality.

Andrew Schlund, Pastor



President’s Perspective

Dear St. Paul Family,

I’m writing in this column while still experiencing the afterglow of St. Paul’s Oktoberfest, which
was held on October 1, 2022. Its success far exceeded expectations and indeed was no accident.
The St. Paul Family’s various artistic, culinary, crafting and other talents were on clear display and
God blessed us with fine weather and excellent attendance. I am so thankful for the vision and
dedication of those who organized and executed this festival – all to the greater glory of God!

In September, St. Paul was honored to host the first kick off dinner meeting of the Cross Town
Connection, which is a community outreach focused partnership among St. Paul, Broadmoor
Community Church, and Bethlehem Lutheran Church. The attendance was excellent. It was
personally inspiring to meet and get to know so many new folks, while reflecting on the many
outreach and fellowship possibilities that this partnership offers to its three participating
Lutheran congregations.

Finally, I’m pleased that our Christian Education (youth and adult) Program is off to a great start
this Fall. Many thanks to Zeal, our DCE, for organizing the Second Sunday to Serve program for
our 3rd through 6th graders, our dedicated volunteers for teaching St. Paul’s youth each Sunday
morning starting at 9:15 am, and Pastor Andrew for leading simultaneously “The Gospel is ….”
Sunday morning program for adults.

Please take the time to thank everyone who is dedicating time to service and may God’s
Blessings touch us all!

Tim Jacquet
Congregational President

Vice President's Report

The Property Use Committee concluded its work about six weeks ago.  The committee was
formed to prepare for negotiations with The Roots of Music when its lease expires on May 31,
2023.  In order to plan for that lease renegotiation we needed to know just what our School
Building was worth in today's market.  We reviewed the utility impact of the building on St.
Paul's utility bill.  We reviewed the space needs that TROM was presenting and how they impact
St. Paul's functions.  We reviewed existing office space rent levels in the area, and more.  In the
final analysis we determined that the "best" use is for housing units.  This "best" use provides
the most revenue to St. Paul, which in turn provides the greatest capability to St. Paul to spread
the Gospel in the most effective manner.   We presented these findings at a special meeting a
few weeks ago.

I am reviewing this issue because TROM has told us they are seeking a larger venue and they will
be leaving St. Paul perhaps as early as the end of the lease although they may well wish to stay a
brief time longer.  We can deal with that quite easily.  The TROM board met on September 22 to
discuss their plans and they said they would report back to us with an update.  We have yet to
receive this information, but it will be forthcoming soon.  At that time we will have some
important decisions to make.  Feel free to approach any Property Use Committee member
(Jason Lindsey, Mallory Avin, Woody and Kim Keim, myself or Tim Jacquet) with questions or
concerns.

John Lewis
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Memo from the Financial Secretary, Lynne Nell Riemer

St. Paul acknowledges and appreciates all gifts given in memory of or in honor of others.
Special memorial envelopes are located in the narthex.  Memorials received in August and
September 2022, without a designation, will be given to the General Fund.

In memory of Jean Stewart

From:  Sharen Mathison

In memory of Connie Daigrepont

From: Mallory and Ben Avin

Naomi Dietz

In memory of Alfred Waechter

From:  Betty and Gerald Cooper (Hymnal Fund)

In memory of Richard W. Wismar, III (Balty)

From:  Norman Hellmers

From: Woody and Kim Keim:

In memory of:  Richard W. Wismar, III (Balty)

In memory of:  Jean Stewart

In memory of Connie Daigrepont

In memory of Judy and Jerry Jenny

REMINDER: When ordering from Amazon, please remember to designate St. Paul Lutheran

Church on Amazon Smile. Our church receives a percentage of the amount of your online

purchases.

Kim’s Korner

I decided that an article titled “Property Report” for the Bell Tower was quite boring. Since we

occupy the corner of Port and Burgundy, I’m officially changing the name of my report to Kim’s

Korner.

As always, a lot has happened since my last report in August. Hopefully, you’ve noticed that we

no longer have peeling paint on the altar arch threatening to drop on Pastor’s head during his

sermon. The arch and ceiling over the altar were scraped and repainted with a fresh coat of paint

and it looks great.

And speaking of repairs, we still have pending repairs due to Hurricane Ida. The plan for the

repairs is a top-down approach:

● Bell tower and steeple first to stop continued water intrusion

● Church roof and flashing where the wood siding meets the stucco

● Interior repairs to the narthex, followed by interior repairs to the basement and hall

● Office and school building roofs
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Our campus needs some non-hurricane related updates, repairs and renovations in other areas,

and these will be addressed once the more pressing repairs are completed.

We have received three bids for repairs to the bell tower and steeple. I am starting my review of

the bids and will discuss my review with the Trustees. The goal is to bring a recommendation to

the Voters’ Assembly at the October meeting.

You may have noticed that the set of shutters on the front left side of the church is not opened

during our worship services. This set of shutters was badly damaged during Hurricane Ida when

they came loose from the shutter dogs. John Andrews has repaired our shutters in the past and

we have been on his list for repairing this set. He’s very good at what he does but this means he

is in demand for his services, which means a long wait. I check in with him (i.e., bug him) every

3-4 weeks to make sure he knows we’re still waiting.

Back in August, Tim Jacquet and I met with consultants from the Energy Smart program. This is

the energy-efficiency program sponsored by Entergy that provides grants to help with things like

smart thermostats, LED lights, and air conditioning tune-ups. The biggest opportunity for St. Paul

is upgrading to LED lights to help improve our energy efficiency and reduce our energy costs. I

have a meeting next week with a lighting consultant from NOLA LED to evaluate options for our

campus. More news to come on this.

I sometimes feel ill equipped to do this job. After all, what does a nurse know about property?

But I know that I have great support and experience to draw from other members who are

always willing to help me. Special thanks to the following:

● John Lewis and Kerry O’Neal for providing guidance on grease trap cleaners.

● David Hellmers for coming to the rescue to board up the broken glass in the Port Street

door.

● John Sullivan for being my sounding board about electrical work to be done in the office

and Port Street entrance.

● Pastor Andrew, John and Lois Sullivan for moving chairs, candelabras, the cross and altar

clothes back after the painting was completed.

Kim Keim, Property Trustee

Announcements

CONGRATULATIONS to St. Paul member, Ryan Venturella, on being selected as one of the “Great
100 Nurses in Louisiana” for 2022. A ceremony with a reception was held on October 5th at the
Pontchartrain Center. Ryan is employed as a Registered Nurse in cardiac rehab at the V.A.
Hospital in New Orleans.

Race Conversations will continue by ZOOM on Tuesday, Nov. 1. For information: Emily Riemer
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Partnership: The CTC

On September 20 the Cross Town Connection Kick Off Dinner-Meeting supported by Together
New Orleans was held at St. Paul with twenty-two of our members attending.   Also, attending
were pastors and members of Bethlehem Lutheran and Broadmoor Community Church for a
total of 67 attendees.  The purpose of the dinner was to gain support of the congregations to
work together to solve common problems and to develop relationships. There was enthusiastic
affirmation of this objective.  It was decided that the next meeting would be at Bethlehem
Lutheran.  A neighborhood canvas will be conducted on what issues the local community is
facing and that we can collectively address.  Attendees were also encouraged to meet one on
one and to attend one another’s services. It was a very positive start to this potentially very
positive initiative.

By the time we go to publication, our Cross Town Connection partnership with Bethlehem
Lutheran and Broadmoor Community Church will have held its first “Neighborhood Walk” at
Bethlehem on Saturday, October 15. Future walks will be in St. Paul’s and in Broadmoor
Community Church’s neighborhoods.

Saint Paul OKTOBERFEST 2022

-- Reflections by one Saint Pauli Guy

With a pent up need to gather and socially interact, OKTOBERFEST returned to the Marigny

under the stately Bell Tower at Port & Burgundy on Saturday, October first.

If you didn't attend, what have you heard? The OKTOBERFEST team covered all the bases with

100% efficiency -- each working a different corner of the festival site. Although unable to leave

their work stations during the six hour event, the staff heard plenty! It was in the air.... the

feeling of fun and fellowship among friends and strangers. And, there were plenty of new faces

in the crowd from around the neighborhood and the city.

German Lutherans have a reputation for being great in the church basement.... seems we can do

events on auto pilot, hands tied behind our backs and in the dark!

OKTOBERFEST 2022 at Saint Paul Marigny Lutheran Church was the best in recent memory. And,

as the oldest German neighborhood in the city -- originally mapped out as "Little Saxony" -- it is

only appropriate that we be known as "The Best Little OKTOBERFEST in the city".

We came close to adding a Friday night to the schedule this year but wisely chose to stick with

Saturday and do it right. And, "right" we did. If Friday evening is ever an option we will need to

add more players to our team roster. The dedicated group of actors this year was smaller

because of the passing of several key members since the 2019 celebration.

So, in a word, what did you hear?  Probably the same thing the OKTOBERFEST committee heard:

The music: SPIRITED!

The food: DELICIOUS!

The drink: AUTHENTIC!

The children:  PLAYFUL!

The guest interaction: LIVELY!

The desserts:  UNBELIEVABLE!

The environment: FESTIVE!

The heavenly hosts (aka. staff):

WELCOMING
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Here is a hint: One young child was overheard saying upon time to leave -- "Grandpa, I sure had

fun today!" If that is all you heard that says it all you need to make you long for next year. To be

honest, the most FUN is had by those who plan, prep, stage and clean up afterwards. The

presenters head home feeling a "glow" of appreciation and gratitude to God for such a beautiful

day -- one of the special moments in our lives.... a day to remember!    Gordon Linge
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Cross Town Connection Kick Off Dinner/Meeting
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St. Paul Lutheran Church in the Marigny
Stpaulmarigny.org

2624 Burgundy Street
New Orleans, LA 70117

1.504.945.3741
2624stpaulsecretary@gmail.com

Editor: drmaxor@gmail.com
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